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Rwandans celebrated Pentecost on May 24, 1999. The Roman Catholic Church of Rwanda reminded the followers to remember all catholic priests and bishops slaughtered in Rwanda, especially since 1994. The mass recollection included also unmentioned religious/laity such as the Belgian nun Griet Bosmans who was slaughtered, along with 17 high school girls at Muramba. 

"Father in heaven, fifty days have celebrated the fullness of the mystery of your revealed love. See your people gather in prayer, open to receive the Spirit's flame. May it come to rest in our hearts and disperse the divisions of word and tongue. With one voice and one song may we praise your name in joy and thanksgiving. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen." 

A priest in the plateaus of the Diocese of Kabgayi starts his sermon by this prayer. The priest went on to describe how the leadership of the Catholic Church, once the undisputed dominant of the Rwandan spiritual life, is being slowly but steadily decimated. 

"Before we conclude, let us remember that at this very moment His Eminence Augustin Misango, Bishop of Gikongoro is imprisoned in filthy conditions by our leaders; that His Eminence Thaddee Ntihinyurwa, Bishop of Cyangugu and many, many, many more religious and laity are persecuted by our political leaders. 

However, let us not be discouraged; let us not despair. The Pentecost must give us hope. In deed, that day, 2000 years ago, when the mystery of love was being revealed to the Church of Christ, the forces of evil were trying to decimate the people of God. What did this evil endeavor produce at the end? Martyrs, like Stephan and others, but also people like Saul, who later became Paul, the most prominent apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ." 

The Catholic Church in Rwanda has millions reasons of being alarmed by the persecution, murders, and slaughters of its clergy in Rwanda. The rate at which priests and nuns are assassinated by the Rwandan leaders is unprecedented. Following is an extendible list of priests and bishops killed in Rwanda since 1994. 

BISHOP AND FOREIGNERS:

His Eminence Vincent Nsengiyumva, Archbishop of Kigali, killed by the Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA) , in Gakurazo on June 5, 1994. 

His Eminence Joseph Ruzindana, Bishop of Byumba, killed by the Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA), in Gakurazo on June 5, 1994. 

His Eminence Innocent Gasabwoya, Vicar-General of Kabgayi, killed by the Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA), in Gakurazo on June 5, 1994. 

His Eminence Thaddee Nsengiyumva, Bishop of Kabgayi, killed by the Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA) on June 5, 1994. 

His Eminence Phocas Nikwigize, Bishop of Ruhengeri, killed by the Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA) on November 30, 1996 in Goma, the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

His Eminence Jean Marie Rwabirinda, Vicar-General of Kabgayi, killed by the Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA) , in Gakurazo on June 5, 1994. 

His Eminence Andre Sibomana, Acting Bishop of Kabgayi, mysteriously killed (apparently by the RPA secret services) in Kabgayi on March 9, 1998. 

Chaplain Antoine Hategekimana, killed in Bukavu in November 1996, by the Rwandan Patriotic Army, along with His Eminence Christopher Munzihirwa-Mwene-Ngabo, Archbishop of Bukavu, the Democratic Republic of the Congo.. 

Chaplain Fidel Gahonzire, Chaplain of the Kabgayi Hospital, Killed by the Rwandan Patriotic Army in Gakurazo on June 5, 1994. 

Father Guy Pinard, a Canadian, killed by the Rwandan Patriotic Army in February 1997, while conducting a Mass. 

His Eminence Boniface Kagabo, acting bishop of Ruhengeri, killed by the Rwandan Patriotic Army on May 26, 1998. 

Father Vjeco Curic, a Friar priest from Croatia, mysteriously killed by his passenger (apparently from the RPA secret services) in front of the Holy Family Church of Kigali on January 31, 1998. 

RWANDAN PRIESTS

The following extendible list gives the distribution of slaughtered priests by Diocese: 

Diocese of Butare

1. Father Filmin Butera, Head of the parish of Higiro, killed in Butare on May 31, 1994. 

2. Father Justine Furaha, Head of the Parish of Save, killed in Butare on May 31, 1994. 

3. Father Alex Kayumba, Parish of Cyahinda, killed in the Parish of Kiruhura in July 1994. 

4. Father Charles Nshogoza, Head of the Parish of Cyahinda, killed in Cyahinda. 

5. Father Mathieu Ngirumpatse, Parish of Nyanza, killed in Nyanza in April 1994. 

6. Father Francis Ngomirakiza, Head of the Parish of Karama, Killed in Ndago, on July 5, 1994. 

7. Father Callixte Nkeshumpatse, Parish of Gakoma, killed in Bugesera. 

8. Father Second Ntibaziga, Director of the Nursing School of Gakoma, killed in Gakoma on May 7, 1994. 

9. Father Innocent Nyangezi, Parish of Nyanza, killed in Nyanza in April 1994. 

10. Father Tharcisse Rubingiza, Professor of Theology at the School of Theology of Nyakibanda, killed in the Parish of Gisagara on April 26, 1994. 

11. Father Jean Bosco Yirirwahandi, Head of the Parish of Nyanza, killed in Nyanza, in April 1994. 

These were killed in hospitals during April 7, 1994-December 1994: 

12. Father Bonifasi Musoni,
13. Father John Ntiyamira,
14. Father Vitari Rutayisire,
15. Father Narcisse Semuriro.
This one has disappeared, probably killed in April-May 1994.
16. Father Felicien Muvara of Butare. 

Diocese of Byumba

1. Father Alex Havugimana, killed in Byumba in April 1994. 

2. Father Joseph Hitimana, killed in Byumba April 1994. 

3. Father Augustin Mashyenderi killed in the Parish of Nyinawimana in April 1994. 

4. Father Gaspard Mudashimwa, Professor at the Rwesero Seminary, killed in Rwesero on May 21, 1994. 

5. Father Ladislas Muhayemungu, killed in April 1994. 

6. Father Celestin Muhayimana, killed in Nyinawimana in April 1994. 

7. Father Fidel Mulinda killed in April 1994. 

8. Father Faustine Murindwa killed in April 1994. 

9. Father Christian Nkiliyehe killed in April 1994. 

10. Father Athanase Nkundabanyanga, Bursar of the Diocese of Byumba, killed in Byumba in April 1994. 

11. Father Thaddee Ciza, a Burundese refugee, d1sappeared in April 1994. 

Diocese of Cyangugu

1. Father Joseph Boneza, Head of the Parish of Mibirizi, killed in Cyangugu on May 19, 1994. 

2. Father Innocent Gashugi, killed in the hospital on May 17, 1994. 

Diocese of Gikongoro

1. Father Stratton Gakwaya, Bursar of the Diocese of Gikongoro, killed in Kigali on April 7, 1994. 

2. Father Boniface Kanyoni, Parish of Kibeho, killed in Kigali on April 7, 1994. 

3. Father Canisius Murinzi, Parish of Mbuga, killed in Gikongoro on May 13, 1994. 

4. Father Aloys Musoni, Parish of Cyanika, killed in Gikongoro on May 13, 1994. 

5. Father Pierre Ngoga, Head of the Parish of Kibeho, killed in Butare on May 31, 1994. 

6. Father Jean Marie Vianney Niyirema, Head of the Parish of Kaduha, killed in Kigali on April 7, 1994. 

7. Father Joseph Niyomugabo, Head of the Parish of Cyanika, killed in Cyanika on April 24, 1994. 

8. Father Irenee Nyamwasa, Head of the Parish of Mbuga, killed in Gikongoro on May 13, 1994. 

9. Father Alfred Nzabakurana, School Super Intendant of Gikongoro, killed in Kigali on May 7, 1994. 

10. Father Jean Marie Rwanyabuto, Head of the Parish of Muganza, killed in Gisagara on May 26, 1994. 

11. Father Jean Marie Sebera, Head of the Parish of Simbi, killed in Ndago on July 5, 1994. 

12. Father Callixte Uwitonze, Parish of Gikongoro, killed in Nyanza in April 1994. 

Diocese of Kabgayi

1. Father Tharcisse Gakuba, Parish of Muyunzwe, killed in Bukomero, on May 24, 1994. 

2. Father Alfred Kayibanda, Parish of Kabgayi, killed in Gakurazo on June 5, 1994. 

3. Father Alphonse Mbuguje, killed in Gakurazo on June 5, 1994. 

4. Father Callixte Musonera, Head of the Parish of Kayenzi, killed in Bukomero on May 24, 1994. 

5. Father Sylvester Ndabaretse (a Burundese refugee), Bursar of the Diocese, killed in Gakurazo on June 5, 1994. 

6. Father Celestin Niwenshuti, Parish of Byimana, killed in i Bukomero on May 24, 1994. 

7. Father Bernard Ntamugabumwe, School Super intendant of Gitarama, killed in Gakurazo on June 5, 1994. 

8. Father Emmanuel, Parish of Gitarama, killed i Nyakabanda on July 7, 1994. 

9. Father Francois Twagirmana, Parish of Kinazi, killed in Masango in July 1994 Nyakanga. 

10. Father Michel Gigi, Head of the Parish of Cyeza, killed in the the hospital on July 7, 1994. 

11. Father Vianney Rusingizandekwe has disappeared. 

Diocese of Kibungo

1. Father Joseph Gatare, Director of the College of Mukarange, killed in Mukarange on April 12, 1994. 

2. Father Elisee Mpongano, Head of the Parish of Bare, killed in Kibungo on April 15, 1994. 

3. Father Jean Bosco Munyawera, Head of the Parish of Mukarane killed in Mukarange on April 12, 1994. 

4. Father Evode Mwanangu, Parish of Rukoma, killed in Rukoma on April 8, 1994. 

5. Father Michel Nsengiyumva, Head of the Parish of Rukoma, killed in Kibungo on April 18, 1994. 

6. Father Justin Ruterandongozi, Parish of Rukoma, killed in Rukoma on April 7, 1994. 

Archdiocese of Kigali

1. Father Ananie Rugasira, Bursar of Ndera killed in Ndera On April 9, 1994. 

2. Father Alexandre Ngeze killed in the Hospital of Rilima. 

The following priests have disappeared: 

3. Father Joseph Harelimana,
4. Father Felix Kabayiza,
5. Father Canisius Ndekezi. 

Diocese of Nyundo

1. Father Mathias Gahinda, Head of the Parish of Mubuga, killed in Kibuye in April 1994. 

2. Father Edouard Gakwandi, Parish of Nyundo, killed in Nyundo on April 9, 1994. 

3. Father Silas Gasake, Head of the Parish of Kibingo, killed in Nyundo on April 9, 1994. 

4. Father Albert Gashema, Parish of Mubuga, killed in April 1994. 

5. Father Louis Gasore, Head of the Parish of Muhororo, killed in Muhororo in April 1994. 

6. Father Thaddee Gatore, Head of the Parish of Kivumu, killed in Kivumu on April 13, 1994. 

7. Father Antoine Habiyambere, Parish of Rambura, killed in Rambura on April 7, 1994. 

8. Father Sipiridio Kageyo, Head of the Parish of Rambura, killed in rambura on April 7, 1994. 

9. Father Callixte Kalisa, School Super Intendant of Gisenyi, Killed in Nyundo on April 9, 1994. 

10. Father Clement Kanyabusozo, Head of the Parish of Mushubati, Killed in Nyundo on April 9, 1994. 

11. Father Fedinand Karekezi, Parish of Mushubati, killed in Nyundo on April 9, 1994. 

12. Father Robert Matajyabo, Parish of Mushubati, killed in Nyundo on April 9, 1994. 

13. Father Denis Mutabazi, Parish of Kibingo, killed in Gakurazo on June 5, 1994. 

14. Father Silver Mutiganda, Parish of Murunda, killed in Murunda on April 8, 1994. 

15. Father Herman Mwambali, Retired living in Nyundo, killed in Nyundo on April 9, 1994. 

16. Father Antoine Niyitegeka, Parish of Rambura, killed in Rambura on April 7, 1994. 

17. Father Augustin Nkezabera, Head of the Parish of Muramba, killed in Muramba on April 7,1994. 

18. Father Venuste Nsengiyumva, Parish of Kivumu, killed in in Kivumu on April 7, 1994. 

19. Father Augustin Ntagara, Head of the Parish of Gisenyi, killed in Gisenyi on April 7, 1994. 

20. Father Vedaste Nyiribakwe, Professor at the School of Theology of Kabgayi, killed in Kabgayi on April 24, 1994. 

21. Father Adrien Nzanana, Head of the Parish of Kibingo, killed in Nyundo on April 7, 1994. 

22. Father Aloys Nzaramba, Chancellor of Nyundo, killed in Nyundo on April 9, 1994. 

23. Father Innocent Ruberizesa, Head of the Parish of Birambo, killed in Birambo in April 1994. 

24. Father Theophile Rutagengwa, Parish of Muramba, killed in Kibuye in April 1994. 

25. Father Francois Rwigenza, Parish of Muhororo, killed in Muhororo in April 1994. 

26. Father Deogratias Rwivanga, Parish of Kibuye, killed in April 1994. 

27. Father Narcisse Sebasare, Parish of Birambo, killed in Birambo in April 1994. 

28. Father Joseph Sekabaraga, Head of the Parish of Biruyi, killed in Biruyi on April 13,1994. 

29. Father Boniface Senyenzi, Parish of Kibuye, killed in Kibuye in April 1994. 

30. Father Deogratias Twagirayezu, Teacher at the Seminary of Nyundo, killed in Nyundo on April 7, 1994 

31. Father Alfred Niyitegeka disappeared in April 1994. 

Diocese of Ruhengeri

1. Father Geronimo Sembagare, Director of the College of Janja, killed in Goma on July 16, 1994. 

